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This submission was prepared by MHRS and TOES as a result 
of discussions with these Manukau Harbour users  

• Mangere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers Assn 
• Manukau All Tide Ramp Trust  
• Manukau Cruising Club 
• Aotea Sea Scouts 
• Manukau Yacht and Motorboat Club 
• Waka Ama 
• Ngati Te Ata 
• Makaurau Marae 
• Te Puea Marae 
• Huia Private Reserve 
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• Waka  “Te Toki-a-Tapiri” 
• 80ft in length  
• Could carry 100 warriors 
• Recovered from Geddes Basin - Gloucester Park  

- Hopua Crater  
• Displayed in the Auckland Museum  
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The History 



Early Waiuku photo  
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The History 

Waiuku Township Onehunga enjoyed strong links with communities around the Manukau 
Harbour. Regular ferry services were an important. 

Today there is a still very strong relationships between Onehunga and Waiuku.  



Vessel Name: RARAWA 

Vessel ID:  1115207 

Official No:  115207 

Vessel Type:  Steamer 

Tonnage:  1,072 gross 

Owner:  Northern Steam Ship Company Limited 

Entered Fleet:  1903 

Left Fleet:  1940 

Built:  1903 

Builder:  Gourlay Bros., Dundee 

Engine:  Steam 

Vessel 
Abstract:  

1903 built for Northern Steam Ship Company and had a long career 
on the Onehunga-New Plymouth run.  

1929 laid up at Auckland.  
1941 stripped by the Navy for her engines, one going to 

minesweeper RIMU and one into the HINAU.  
1940 December 24th beached on Rangitoto Island.  
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Auckland Wellington via New Plymouth 

Ack to Auckland Maritime trust 



7 

The History 

Onehunga Bay looking towards Mangere Mountain. 
People swimming, horses enjoying the beach with pleasure and working vessels moored in the bay 
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The History 

Onehunga Bay with its hard sandy beach was where Maori would bring 
their waka ashore to supply the early settlers  with vegetables meat and 

firewood from the outer parts of the Manukau Harbour. 
Today this is under SH20 as it passes across Onehunga Bay. 

The History Onehunga Bay  
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Onehunga Bay looking towards Normans Hill Rd from Grove Mitre 10 
then a timber mill. Some houses in this photo still remain today. 

The History  
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The History  

Onehunga Bay looking towards Normans Hill Rd from Grove Mitre 10  
Note wharf structure in centre of bay. This area has been reclaimed as 

a result of SH20 crossing Onehunga Bay. 
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Onehunga Bay looking towards Grove Mitre 10  from Seacliffe Rd. This area has 
been reclaimed as a result of the construction of SH20 across Bay  

The History  
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The History  

Onehunga Bay looking towards Mangere Mountain 
with people swimming and yacht racing in the 

background. A very popular beach. 
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The History  

Onehunga Bay looking towards Grove Mitre 10 known then as 
Brays Landing with yacht club and wharf in background  
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The History  

Aerial photo of Onehunga Bay with Grove Mitre 10 and small boat 
harbour protected by breakwater. Note the number of small boats 

moored in the bay. 
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The History  

Puhea Creek Onehunga looking westwards along Beachcroft Ave towards Queenstown Rd. 
The gasometer tank on the right was moved from Auckland City to this site in 1885.  

Today SH20 passes through this area. 
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The History  

Photo from Beachcroft Ave looking towards lower section of  
Seacliffe Rd and Puhea Creek . Wooden bridge provided pedestrian 

connection to Seacliffe Rd. Today SH20 passes through this area. 
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The History  

Photo from Beachcroft Ave looking across Puhea Creek towards lower 
section of  Seacliffe Rd. 

Today SH20 passes through this area. 
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The History  

Photo from Seacliffe Rd shoreline looking towards Beachcroft Ave 
across Puhea Creek and Onehunga Bay  before motorway  
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The History  

Townswomen’s Guild on the Onehunga Bay foreshore 1956 looking 
towards Mangere Mountain. Today SH20 passes through this area. 
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The History  

Looking towards Onehunga Wharf The Landing 
Prior to reclamation of the Hopua Crater, Geddes Basin or Gloucester Park. 

The famous “Sans Souci” tea rooms building were at the end of the tram route 
from downtown Auckland  
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Manukau Yacht and Motorboat Club. 
Prior to reclamation of the Hopua Crater, Geddes Basin Gloucester Park  

The History  
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The History  

Manukau Yacht and Motorboat Club. 
This building celebrated its centenary in November 

2011 and is now used by the Aotea Sea Scouts  
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The History  

Looking towards Beachcroft Ave and Normans Hill Rd  
December 1913. Homes still remain today. 
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The History  

From Mangere Mountain looking towards One 
Tree Hill Onehunga Wharf and Hopua Crater.  

Early 1900’s. 
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The History  

Photo taken 1860 from Gloucester Park Rd close to MY&MBC. Heart of Onehunga some 150 years ago.  

Normans Hill Rd 

Gloucester Park Rd 

Wharangi St  Grove Mitre 10 Stone House on 
Princess St  

Onehunga 
Beach Jetty 
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Light blue area indicates area that has been 
reclaimed from the upper Manukau Harbour. 

Dark blue indicates Onehunga Lagoon 

Onehunga Bay 2011 

Onehunga 
Lagoon  

Reclamation  

Reclamation  

Reclamation  
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Grove Mitre 10  1949 

Winstone’s sand unloading facility, power transmission lines, sewerage storage tank and small vessels 
moored in boat harbour Sand for Auckland early construction was mined from around the Manukau 

Harbour including Grahams' beach and was unloaded at this site. 
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Land Auction 11.00am  23rd December 1862 
Prior to reclamation of the Hopua Crater, Geddes Basin Gloucester Park  

The History  
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Onehunga Railway Line & 
Station to be reopened 2009

New High Level Bridge

Additional vehicle and bus 
lanes across Onehunga Bay

Possible relocation of 
Avondale Penrose rail link

Avondale Penrose Rail Corridor 

Manukau Harbour

Onehunga Wharf

Onehunga Bay

Transpowers 220,000v Otahuhu Henderson

W
atercare new

 supply pipe

Watercares Main Sewer Pipe for Auckland

Transpower 110,000v Mangere Roskill

VECTOR Natural Gas Pipeline

Harbour crossing of railway line to Mangere & Airport

Transpower 110,000v PEN ROS

Onehunga Penrose railway line 
opens 2009

Manukau Harbour 
Restoration Society  
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In 1950 pollution in the upper Manukau was a 
significant problem. Some 18 trade waste sewers 
discharged untreated waste into the harbour 
along the northern coast alone, together with 
untreated urban sewage effluent at several points 
and addiional effluent from process operations. 
Discharges to the Mangere inlet resulted in severe 
ecological damage. 
 
The international panel convened by the Drainage 
Board in 1954 reported that beaches from French 
Bay and probably Titirangi Bay to the Mangere 
Inlet were heavily polluted owing mainly to 
sewage outfalls. 
 
In 1955 a Noxious Fumes Inquiry identified that 
pollution of the Manukau and its impacts on the 
harbour mud flats was the source of “dangerous” 
fumes in the Mangere Inlet. 
 
These were severe enough to “blacken the paint 
work of neighbouring houses.” In 1956 
immediately prior to the construction of Mangere 
treatment plant, 25 million litres of trade waste 
and 675,000 litres of untreated sewage were 
discharged daily into the Mangere Inlet. 
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Pollution of the Upper Manukau Harbour 
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Manukau Harbour Spirit of NZ 
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Spirit of NZ moored in the Manukau Harbour The Harbour  



Orpheus grounding at the entrance to the Manukau Harbour  
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HMS Orpheus 1863 loss 189 lives 

Relics from the Orpheus are held 
at the Huia Settlers Museum

The Harbour  
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Onehunga Bay Restoration Plan  

1. Design forms part of the Ministry of Works (MWD) 1975 Environmental Impact Report  
2. Correspondence indicates that it would  be implemented  as stage 2 of the motorway development across 

Onehunga Bay.  
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Onehunga Bay Restoration Project 
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Pohutukawa Trees Orpheus Drive  
Poor quality specimens as a result of hash rocky shoreline including lack of soil    

Orpheus Drive  
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Landscape between Orpheus Drive and green space of reclamation to be simple swale or kerb 
and channel. New tree plantings to be set back a suitable distance to ensure public safety. 

Orpheus Drive  
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The vessel Elsie departing Onehunga Wharf for a days excursion on the Manukau Harbour 
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One of the last ferries to service the harbour was the Awhitu 

Huia and the Harbour ferry Awhitu 
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• The Manukau Harbour has a very 
important role to play in the tourism 
and economic growth of the 
communities that border its shoreline. 

The Auckland Plan Discussion Document 
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Port of Onehunga operated by Ports of Auckland  (POAL)

Reverse sensitivity of sediment by proposed 6 hectare reclamation to POAL’s operation  

Sediment Transportation  



Existing Boat Ramp of the Old 
Mangere Bridge 

Possible All Tide Ramp Ferry 
Terminal and Marina berths in front 

of the Onehunga Wharf 

Existing Kiwi Esplande Boat Ramp 
near the old Mangere Bridge 

Existing Kiwi Esplande Boat Ramp 
near Ambury Farm 
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Onehunga Wharf 



Floating Breakwater 
each 15 metres long 

& 4 metres wide.
Unit weight 65 ton 

 Four slot trailer boat 
launching ramp

Ports slipway
Realigned 

Manukau Cruising 
Club complex

Trailer launching ramp and 
access bridge made from 

concrete panels and set on piles
so tidal flow is not restricted  

Direction of tidal current 

Marina berths

Ferry Terminal

Foreshore 
reclamation

Public access road 
and parking

Fishing Boat Basin

62

Public Access 
Ramp

Wave Action

N

Existing Wooden 
Breakwater

120

Possible relocation of All Tide Ramp outside the 
area of the Ports of Auckland Seabed Licence

FULL FILENAME

U:\TOES\ALL TIDE RAMP\ALL TIDE LAUCHING RAMP OPTION 02.VSD
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Onehunga Wharf 
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Buckland's Beach Yacht Club and Half Moon Bay Marina development over 40 years 

Could this be a bench mark for Onehunga?



51 

Port of Onehunga operated by Ports of Auckland  (POAL)
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Bi Annual Portage Crossing between the Waitemata & Manukau Harbours for Waka
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Bi Annual Portage Crossing between the Waitemata & Manukau Harbours for Waka
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New Zealand research shows that mangroves degrade harbours  
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Oyster Invasion 
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Sand Nourishment Program 
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Wave Protection 
Floating Pontoon 
Automatic Sediment Removal 
Salt Water Wash down Hose 
Satisfactory  Trailer Parking  

Mangere Bridge All Tide Ramp  



Pikes Point 2011 
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Pikes Point In 1956 25 million litres of trade waste and 675,000 litres of untreated sewage was discharged into the 
Mangere Inlet each day!  Resulting an serious pollution between Onehunga and French Bay.
Noxious Fume Enquiry 1955 determined that the contaminated mud flats were the cause of the dangerous 
fumes.   Reclaimed 500arces (200 hectares) 
These were severe enough to “blacken the paint work of neighbouring houses.”

Value today $600million.
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Pikes Point Pollution of the Upper Manukau Harbour 

Poor Quality Reclamations 
Methane Gas 
Leachate  
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Onehunga is an area of “Future Development”

In 1949 some 35 small boats were 
moored in this area of Onehunga Bay 
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Today no boats moored in 
this part of the harbour  

Onehunga is an area of “Future Development”
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 Under Transpower’s present policy including NPSET these overhead transmission lines 

will still be compromising the central Auckland Isthmus for a further 100 years !!!

Transpower’s Lines through Onehunga  
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Opened in January 1914 Opened in January 1875 Opened in January 1875 

Opened in January 1914 

On average 1000 people use the 
Mangere pedestrian bridge each day 
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Upper Manukau Harbour 
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Management of the Manukau Harbour 

Today:- 
• Auckland Council 
• Department of Conversation

Manukau Harbour Management 

• Is this the opportunity to implement a long 
overdue Manukau Harbour  management 
process to ensure better outcomes are 
achieved?

  Previously:- 
• Auckland Regional Council 
• Department of Conversation
• Auckland City Council
• Waitakere City Council
• Manukau City Council
• Franklin Council
• Papakura Council 
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Waitangi WAI-8 Settlement 
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July 1985 WAI 8 Findings  
“Although there is still no operative Maritime Harbour Plan 
or Regional Plan for the harbour these plans are being 
worked on. Past delays have been adequately explained, 
but urgent action is now required”. 

December 2011 still no plans  

Report of the Waitangi Tribunal on the Manukau Claim  
09 Findings  

9.2 Findings on the Comprehensive Claim  
9.2 FINDINGS ON THE COMPREHENSIVE CLAIM 

July 1985 Findings WAI 8 

Waitangi WAI-8 Settlement 



Governance of the Waikato River 

Auckland Volcanic Cones of settlement process   
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Suggest  
1. Establish  the Onehunga Foreshore Restoration Group  (OFRG)  that must 

involve all key stakeholders  similar to that established by MHX  NZTA 
Fletcher BECA for the recent Mangere Bridge. 

2. Sea Scouts find the existing launching ramp unforgiving  with its rocks 
either side for youngsters learning to sail. 

3. Can a floating pontoon system be included? 
4. To prevent damage to the pontoon can the rocky  headland  be slightly 

extended to the east to provide improved wave protection. 
5. Can a salt water  flushing system be fitted into the ramp to flush the silt 

back into the harbour.? 
6. Can a hose be installed at the top of the boat ramp to wash off any mud 

and avoid spreading on the local roads? 
 
   



71 

From this beach at the bottom of Seacliffe Rd in Feb 1954 

Key features:-  families including youngsters, small boats sandy beach 
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To this environment in November 2011 

Key features no families no small boats no sandy beach but a 1.2km rock wall. 
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Onehunga Bay Restoration Project 

The first stage of restoring this badly compromised area to a quality environment for both the local community and the people of 
greater Auckland.  
The reconnection of  Onehunga to the Manukau Harbour something that was lost some 36 years ago when the motorway was  built. 
The area will  become a quality destination and not a place to pass through. 
Some 300,000 people use the old Mangere pedestrian bridge each year (NZTA Auto Counter)   
This project will reinforce the commencement of a Manukau Harbour improvement process ensuring a quality environment.  
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The Onehunga Enhancement Society  (TOES)  would ask that this  hearing panel recommend that  
consent be granted to undertake this proposal.  
This project will be generational  with the ability to become a legacy project for all of Auckland  
and a bench mark to restore not only  the Onehunga Bay foreshore but the overall Manukau 
harbour to a quality environment we can be proud of. 

Onehunga Bay  
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